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SIR. 

Ccording to your defire Thave read the late 

Book of the Learned'Dean of St. Paxls,and 

upon my reading of it, Iobſerve that he 

| hath not treated his Atverſaries ( at leaſt 

ſome of them)with that temper,candor and 

gravity, as might have been expected from ſo worthy a 

man. He complain of them in his Preface and in ſandry 

places of his book he impeaches them of paſſion, ſcurri- 

lity, ſpight, and ſome other things of like (ignification 3 

but 11 my Apprehenſion he hath paid off . all Scores, and 

given them ſomething by way of Surpluſagez if they 

have laſhed him with Inc & he hath chaſtiſed them with 

Scorpions, and peradventure you may think ſo too, by 
that time you have reviewed the particulars thereof. 

Pref. Page 59. Aﬀer the Dr. had returned thanks 
to Dr. O. for the Decency and Civility of Langange 
wherewithal he replyed to his Sermon, he expreſſes himſelf, 
thus concerning Mr. Baxter: The next that took the field 
was Mr.B.who apppeared with ſomnch anger and unbecome- 
ing paſſion, that I truly pitied him; ad was ſo far from 
being tranſported by it, that it was enongh to cure an mcli» 
nation to an indecent paſſzon, to ſee how ill it became 4 
| Man of his Age, Profeſſion and Repmation. 

It ſeems the unbecoming paſſion that did appear im 
Mr. B. was not enough to Cure all inclinationsto it in 
the very worthy and excellent Dr.zfor had it cured thoſe 
mclinations, ſo many fharp paſſages and ſevere refletions 
upon that holy and good man had never dropt from his \ 
pen, as are to be found in his book. But why doth the . 
Dr. ptty Mr. B# hath he loſt his underftanding ? Is hE 
become a Child again? Or what is the matter 2? I can obs 
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ſerve no decay therein by his books 3 but it may be the 
Dr. may ſee that which I cannot diſcern ; but it Mr. B. 
be fo contemptible an Adverſary, his victory will be the 
more facile, though his triumph will be the leſs glaori- 
QUE, 

Page the 1cth. of the ſame Prefuce,' the Learned Dr. 
after he had ſpoken ſomething of the conſtitution, and 
government of this Church, and aftirmed it the ſame that 
it was in the days of Cranmer, Ridley &c. Thoſe bleſ- 
ſed and glorious Martyrs, he ſubjoins, which Government 
now ſome are ſo buſy to deſtroy (meaning Mr. Baxter) by 
publiſhing one book after another on purpoſe to repreſent it 
as nnlawful and inconſiſtent with the primitive inſtitution : 
Ts all this done for the honour of our Reformation 2 Is this 
the way to preſerve the Proteſtant Religions to fill mens 
minds with prejudices againſt the firſt ſettlement of it, 
and to. make the World believe that tbe government of the 
Church then eſtabliſhed, was repugnant to the primitive inſti- 
tution of Chriſt 8 and that five Martyred Biſhops exerciſed 
an unlawful authority over Dioceſan Churches ? But whi- 
ther will not mens indiſcreet zeal, and ſome of their own fan- 
cies carry them, eſpecially after Forty years Preſcription? 

Theſe laſt words look ſomething ſcornful and farcaſti- 
cal. Mr. B. belike is a man of ſome zeal, but of very lit. 
tle underſtanding 3 he entertained ſome fancies about For: 
ty years ago concerning the unlawfulneſs of Dioceſan E- 
piſcopacy, and believes them to this day upon preſcripti- 
on. But the-Dr. makes no queſtion but he ſhall confute 
this. fanciful man, and make it appear, that our preſent Epif 
copacy ( which Mr. B. oppoſes ) 7s agreeable to the inſtitu 
tion of Chriſt, and the beſt and moſt flouriſhing Churches ; 
nd cafily he may, if Mr. B. be tuch a pitiful Antago- 
niſt, 
$ 7+. But 
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Bue what if after all this Mr. B. hath ſaid gothing a+ 
gainſt Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, as ſuch, but only againſt the 
vaſt extent of their Diocefſes! hath he not ſaid, that he 
thinks the Apoſtles had ſucceſſors in the ordinary part of 
their work and office? and that ſuch have a ſuperviſing 
care of many Churches, and are Epiſcopi Epiſcoporum, 
having a power to admoniſh and inſtruct the Paſtors, and 
to regulate Ordinations, and all great and common affairs 
of the Churches, with many other things? Nay, provided 
their Dioceſſes be no bigger than they are ableto manage, 
he would be content that Cenſures were ix a&u exercits, 
left to the Biſhops, provided they were not done againſt 
the knowledg and conſcience of particular Paſtors; for 
he hath ſaid more than once, I think, that provided Diſ- 
cipline be exerciſed, he would never contend who ſhould 
doit. If the Dr. knows not how toreconcile the honour 
of our Reformers and Reformation, with the retrench- 
ment of Dioccſles ({ which are the fame now that then ) 
he knows a Gentlemanthat about Twenty years fince did, 
I dare ſay, very wcll underſtand it 3 and he may at his plea» 
fure adviſe with him about it. And Biſhop Uſher, a very 
great man, and one greater than he, even his preſent Ma- 
k{ty, have thought the retrenchment of Dioceſles, by the 
multiplication of Suffragan Biſhops, a thing very recon- 
cilable with the honour of the Reformation; Otherwiſe 
tis to be ſuppoſed they would never have declared their 
judgment in the favour of it: and the Learned Dr. him- 
ſelf grants in his book, p. 260. that the number of Chur- 
hes in Dioceſſes have been very different, as all men know ;, 
and if ſo, they may be reduced to ſmaller limits with as 
little prejudice to the conſtitution of thisChurch, as diſ- 
honour to the Reformation, 
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+ *Fis true, Mr. B. calls theſe Biſhops that. I am diſcourC. 
mg of, Archbiſhops; but the Dr. declares, that about 
the word he will have no controverlie with him, but per- 
mits him'to uſe his pleaſure, and enjoy his own fancy there. 
in, p. 264. : 

To which let me add, that 'tis. acknowledged., that 
Mer. B. doth indeed diſpute with great earneſtnels againſt 
our Ergliſh Diocefan Epiſcopacy 3. but not meerly as Dio- 
ceſan, but as an office ſpecifically diſtin& from that: which 
he thinks to be lawfully exerciſed.by the ſucceſſors of 
the Apoſtles; that is, the Biſtiops, or Archbiſhops, as he 
chuſes rather to call. them: The foundation of this ſpe- 
cifick difference, Mr: B, lays in the largeneſs of their Di- 
veefſes. What heſaysfor the proofthereof, the'Dr. knows 
very well; if he'be not ſatisfied with the Validity of his 
proofs, he may attacque them,and 'tis very like Mr. Baxter, 
that man of blind Zeal and Fancies, may-chance to. de- 
fend them as well as he is able. | 

But what- means this __ Paragraph of diſcourſe? 
why this ! Mr. Buxter acknowledges a Dioceſan. Biſhop, 
under the titke-of an Archbiſhop, but thinks our Exgliþ 
Diocefles too large, and would fain have them leſs. Dr. 
Stillirg fleet: hath formerly thought it adviſeablez and at 
this- day: confeſſes, that Dioceſles have not. been of any 
immutable conſtitution;and therefore,ſay I,they may be al- 
tered in this,as wellas in former ages of the world ; ſo that 
for ought that-I can'ſee, the Learned Dr. hath cauſcleſly 
repreſented Mr. Baxter, agar enemy to the Conſtitution 
of tis Chureh; and: treated: him. ſomething ſcornfully, 
and opprobriouſly for-no-reaſon:in-the world. But whe 
ther willl not/intemperate/heat, and ſome little elation of 

mind, carry even pious and good: men;{ for ſuch do-l& 


ſteem this Reverend Doctor. 
In 
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In Page 37. after the Dr. had made ſome refleftions 
npon Mr. B's Book entituled A Plea for Peace, he ſpeaks 
thus, Not lovg after ( the publiſhing that Plea for Peace ) 
the ſame Author ſets forth another Book with this Title, The 
true and only way of Concord of all the Chriſtian Church- 
es3 4s though he had been Chriſts Plenipotentiary upon earth, 
and were to ſet the terms of Peace and War amongſt all Ckri- 
ſftians;, but I wiſh he had ſhewed himſelf ſuch a pattern of 
meehneſs, humility, patience , and a peaceable diſpoſition, 
that we might 1.0t have ſo much reaſon to diſpute bis Creden- 
tials. Theſe words are very haughty and full of con- 
tempt! but what Reaſon is there for them ? Is Mr. B. the 
only man that hath propoſed his judgment and opinion 
for the healing the Breaches, and uniting the Churches of 
Chriſtendom? Have not the great Pacificators. at home 
and abroad done the ſame thing? and were:they ever 
derided under the notion of Chriſts Plenipotentiaries ? 
Cannot a perſon offer his judgment in this Caſe, but it 
muſt be entertained with ſcorn and derifion,and he expoſed 
as a vapouring Mountebank?What the Dr.means by ow- 
ting Mr.B's Credentials,is not worth the while to enquire; 
but I perceive that if Mr. B. chance to have other appre- 
henſions of ſome things than the Door, he ſhall neither 
be a pattern of humility, patience, meekneſs, or a peace- 
able diſpoſition : for all the Reaſon why he ſcoffs at him, 
is becauſe his way of Union and Concord is not agreea- 
ble to his apprehenſions. 

But the Dr. adds, The Book i fraught with ſuch impra- 
Ticable Notions,and dividing Principles,as though his whole 
deſign had been to prove that there is no true way of Concord 
among Chriſtians, for if there be no other than what he al- 
lows, all the Chriſtian Churches in the world at this day are 


in a mighty miſtake. 
If 
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If he be miſtaken in his methods of Union and Peace, 
he isnot the only man that hath failed therem; the main 
fundamental principles of that book are no other than 
the great Pacificators have laid down: have they not ſaid, 
that the Peace and Union of Chriſtians muſt be laid upon 
a few plain neceſlary things, and ſuch as are obviouſly 
Divine? doth not Mr. Þ. ſay the ſame? why then are their 
names venerable, but Mr. Þ's an abhorrence? certainly 
there is as little of impartiallity and juſtice in ſome 
men, as there is of humility, meekneſs and peaceableneſs 
in others. I will not vouch for every by paſſage, and 
hafty expreflion in that book 3 but the main principles 
thereof are ſuch (in my opinion ) as are fitted ' the at- 
taining as much Peace as can reaſonably be expetted in this 
world; andI am not alone in this perſuaſion: a perfet 
Union tn judgment and practiſe 15 an idle expettation; 
men will believe varioutly, and practice varioully too, if 
they have any veneration for God and their Conſciences; 
and there is no means of preventing it wholly and totally, 
wnlteſs you will uſe the Popiſh artitice, iz. keep the 
common people from reading the Bible ( which I belicve 
the Dr. abhors ) and proſccute all that ditlent from the 
Conftitntions of the Church, by Impriſonments, Confil- 
cations, Axes and Gibbets, which methmks i a thing (6 
abhorrent to the nature ot Chriſt and his Goſpe], that all 
that call themſelves his Difciplesſhould loathe and deteſt it. 
But what ! muſt all men believe, and do as they liſt? no 
fare, I intend no ſuch thing, but I would diſtinguiſh be- 
tiween tokrable and intolerable errors ; ſuch as are tolera- 
bfe muſt be tolerated (or this Nation will be a great Sham- 
bles, however it may be in others); thoic that are intole- 
rable muft be reſtrained by the moſt gentle means that 


are ſufficient for their end 3 and this is the main of what 
Mr. 
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Mr. B. deſigns in that Book of impratticable notions and 
drviding principles, and not to prove that there rs ww true 
way of concord amr9ng Chriſtians;for there are ſome Chriſtian 
Churches that do allow tolerable Difſenters from the pub- 
lick eſtabliſhed Religion, and this without any great pre- 
judice to Concord and Peace. But the Dr. 4 When 
T looked into theſe Books, and ſaw the deſign of them, I was 
mightily concerned, and infinitely ſurpriſed, that a perſon of 
his reputation for Piety, of his age and experienee in the 
World, and ſuch 4 lover of Peace as be had always profeſſed 
himſelf, and one who tells the world ſo often of his dying, 
and of the day of judgment, ſhould think of leaving two 
ſuch firebrands behind him, as both thoſe Books will appear 
to any one who dnly conſiders them, which have been ſince 
followed with four or five more to the ſame purpoſe 3, ſo that 
he ſeems reſolved to leave his fling and life together in the 
wonnds of this Church : And it made me extreamly pity the 
Caſe of this poor Church, when even thoſe who pretand to 
plead for Peace, and to bring water- to quench her fewer, do 
but add more fuel to them. 

Thar a perſon of the Dr's reputation for piety, ſobric- 
ty and gravity, ſhould ſcoff Mr. B. for telling the world 
of his dying and the day of judgment, is ſomething ſur. 
priſing to me and many others 3 death and judgment are 
ſcrious things, and we uſually think perſons that ſpeak 
often of them, do live under the ſenſe, and are very much 
influenced by them; And are perſons of this ſpirit and 
temper to bederided, and their diſcourſes turned into ri- 
dicule 2 We may with as much reaſon ſcorn men for pro- 
fefling they fear God, and have a dread upon their minds 
of Hell and Damnation. 

But the Two Books the Dr. had ſpoken of are Two 
Firebrands, and belike had warmed him into an undecent 
heat and tranſport, and in that heat did a little paſs be- 
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yond the bounds of ſobriety and decorum 3 But what ig 
there in thoſe two Books that ſhould give occaſion to it? 
In ,his Plea for Peace, he gives an Hiſtorical account of 
the impoſitions required of all ſuch as are permitted to 
Preach the Goſpel in the Church of England, and the 
Reaſons of his own and his brethrens diſſent unto them ; 
and this to give ſome ſatisfattion to thoſe who reported 
that he and they kept up a Schiſm, and would give no 
reaſon for it ; and he tells them how great a fin it would 
be in him, and thoſe that have the ſame thoughts with 
him concerning thoſe Impoſitions 5 and in concluſion, 
adds thoſe tremendous aggravations of the lin, which the 
Dr. mentions Page 36. of his Preface 3 but in the mean 
time he acknowledges that the moſt learned, ſober and 
judicious Conformiſts, as far as he can underſtand by their 
Words and Writings, ſubmit to the required Oaths and 
Subſcriptions, and take them in ſuch a ſenſe, as he himſelf 
and his brethren could take them, were they perſwaded it 
were the true meaning of them. See his 24 Plea, in the 
diſcourſe what meer Non conformity is not, page the 
1.16. ſo that this Book is a firebrand, and the Dr. enfla- 
med by it, becauſe he is not of his and ſome other ſober 
and learned Conformiſts opmions in the expolition of the 
impoſed Oaths, Declarations and Subſcriptions : Of the 
other Book I have given ſome account already. 

But there 1s ſomethsng more in the forementioned Pa- 
ragraph that may deſerve ſome conſideration ; the Dr. 
will have Mr. B. reſolved ( or at leaſt ſeem fo ) to leave 
his life and ſting together in the wounds of this Church. 
Theſe are venomous words, and not becoming this wor- 
thy perſon; I could hardly have believed that ſuch words 
could have fallen from the Pen of Dr. S?7. but ſure he miſ- 
took his Glaſs, and inſtead of Ink dipt it in Gall, or ra- 
ther. in the Poy ſon of. Aſps. or Serpents. But is _ B. 
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fuch an enemy to Peace? or doth he take pleafure in the 
wounds of this Church? Who hath ſaid, and written, 
and done more to promote peace, and heal the wounds 
of it than he hath done ? But the Dr. doth not like his 
method of Cure, and therefore determines, that inſtead 
of bringing watcr to quench the flames, he wr to 
encreaſe them. The DoGtors way of Cure hath, been try- 
ed theſe Twenty years without ſucceſs; I would ſome 
tryal were made of Mr. B's, for thoſe are the beſt me- 
thods of Cure that accompliſh their end and intention; 
and try2l might be made of it, without any prejudice to 
the conſtitution of this Church, unleſs the preſent extent 
of Diocelles be eſſential untoit, which will be ſomething 
hard to prove; for though it ſeems improbable to the 
Dottor, that the Government eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles, 
ſhould be immediately altered, and that without any noiſe 
or din, without any oppoſition or contention from thoſe 
whoſe rights were invaded by the alteration ; yet 'tis 
not improbable that Dioceſles might be enlarged to an ex- 
tent too great and larges Empire being a thing very plea» 
lant and Juſcious, and apt to enſnare and entangle, even 
good men, by its charms and attraQives; eſpecially if it 
be conſidered that in the firſt .ages of Chriſtianity, the 


-number of Chriſtians were few, and- they ſcattered up 


and down among the Heathens, and whileſt ſo, they might 
be capable of the Government, care and inſpeCtion of a 
Dioceſan 3 but when they became more numerous by the 
converſion of Infidels, they might be utterly incapable of 
itz and fo the Dioceſs remaining the ſame, as to extent 
of ground, might be inlarged as to number of perſons, 
and this almol(t inſenſibly, and unperceivably, and fo be 
a great deviation from the primitive pattern. 

The Learned DoCtor proceeds next to give the Hiſto- 


ry of that Sermons Nativity that he Preached at the 
Guild» 
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Gnild-Hall, and which hath made ſuch a noiſe in the 
world, and attempts to anſwer the Objeftions that were 
made againſt it. The ObjeQons were two. Firlt, it was 
unſeaſonable. Secondly, it was too ſharp and ſevere. Pag. 
the 424 of his Preface, to the firſt he anſwers, What ! 
was it unſeaſonable to perſwade Proteſtants to Peace and Q. 
nity? that ſurely is very ſeaſorable at any time, and much 
more then; and appeals to any one that reads his Sermon, 
whether that were not the chief and only deſign of it. 

I do very heartily believe that it was his deſign and in- 
tention; but could the Dr. believe that the Dillentery 
from the preſent eſtabliſhment ( who have not been made 
Converts thereunto, by Laws and Executions, for the 
ſpace of almoſt Twenty years) would all of a ſudden 
comply againſt their Conſciences ( for that's their pre- 
tence, as he very well knows) by the force of an Ha- 
rangue of an hours long at Guild-Hall-Chappel. Surely 
the Doftor muſt think the Ditlenters a company of ar- 
rant Juglers, Cheats and Hypocrites, or that his reaſon, 
and oratory, had an almoſt Omnipotent power for their 
conviction, orelſe he was ſtrangely out in his conjectures. 
* The Doctor objetts Pag. 42. in the name of the Dil 
ſenters, But this advice was given to the Magiſtrates and 
Judges, and that made it look like a deſign to ſtir them up 
to perſecntion : and anſwers, T here had been ſome colour for 
this, if there had been the leaſt word tending that way 
through the whole Sermon : and a few lines after he ob- 
jeCts again, It is enovgh it was Preached before the Magi- 
ſtrates and Judges, and therefore it muſt be for the perſecu- 
tion of Diffenters : and then enquires, Is it not poſſible for « 
man to ſpeak of Peace before Hannibal,or of obedience to Go- 
verncrys before Julius Czlar ? To which I anſwer, yes doubt- 
leſs it may be done, and ſo a man may ſpeak of repentance 
before the greateſt finners z but I do not know to what 
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purpoſe, unleſs we intend, and defirethey ſhould make uſe of 
it. We that Preach in the Countrey,do not Preach meerly for 
ſpeculation, we defire our hearers may make uſe of it 3 and I 
behieve the Dr's Hearers (at leaſt (ome of them) had thoſe ap- 
prehenſionsconcerning him; and what uſe was tobe madeof 
his Diſcourſe (if the Diſfenters be ſuch intolerable and dam- 
nable Schilmaticks as he there repreſents them) was eafie to 
infer. The Dr. I know,diſclaims all intent of raiſing perſecu- 
tion againſt them,and I do believe him; but his intention was 
ſecret, and the uſe that his Hearers were to make of his Ser- 
mon, was to be concluded from the nature of his Dodrine, 
which was apert,and open to all mens view & underſtanding. 
The 24 Objection againſt the Dr's Sermon, was, that 'twas 
too ſharp and ſeverezto which he replies, but wherein doth it lye? 
Not in raking into old fores,or looking back to the proceedings of 
former times,p.44.0t his Preface. To which I ſhall make no 0+ 
ther anſwer,than intreat hintto read p.55. of his Sermon,and 
peradventure he may ſee ſome reaſon to alter his opinion in 
the caſe; thefe are his words, What owtcries have ſome made a- 
gainſi the Church of England, s cruel and tyranical,for expe@ing 
and requiring uniformity? And yet do not ſuch men even at this 
day, contend for the obligation of a Covenant which binds mc 
to endeavour afier uniformity in Dollrine, Diſcipline and Wor- 
ſhipe But they want the ingenntty of Adonibezek,to refle on the 
thumbs and toes which they have cut off from others, and think 
themſelves bound to do it again, if it were in their power. This 
inmy opinion is raking into old fores,and looking back to the 
proceedings of former times; but the Dr. is not ſatisfied with 
looking backward, but he will needs look forward too,and as 
if he were a fearcher of hearts, undertake to tell what ſome 
men will do hereafter if it happen to come into their power; 
but I hope the Dr. will fail in his prognoſticks; and that if it 
ſhould come into their power, which | hope never will, they 
will never make that uſe of it;however I am pretty Lure the 
Dr. 
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Dr. is not infallible, and therefore I hope no man will be much 
atfrighted with his prediftion. 

Havinganſwered the two Objeftions(at leaſt as he thought) 
that were made againſt hisSermon, he thus proceeds in p. 51, 
of his Preface; But notwithſtanding all the care I took to prevent 
any juſt occaſion of offence,my Sermon had not been long abroad, 
but I heard of great clamonrs againſt it, which made kim,as he 
ſays,p.52. read over the Sermon again,to ſee what offenſive paſſes 
ges there might be in it ; and after all, I conld ſee no juſt cauſe of 
offence,mleſs it were that | perſwaded the Diſſenters to ſubmit to 
the Church of England, and not the Church of England to ſub. 
mit to them. Thisis a popular argument,and the Diflenters have 
heard of it many a time,but have not been prevailed upon by 
itz and how could the Dr. think it ſhould be of more weight 
now,then for many years laſt paſt? Either they mult have re. 

ceived more light,ſatisfying them of the lawfulneſs of ſubmiſ. 
fion,or they muſt be men of leſs Conſcience,and ſubmit againſt 
the judgment and apprehenſions of their own minds, neither 
of which ſeems probable to me, whatever it might to the Dr, 

But he goeson, And this I believe lay at the bottom of many mer; 
Stomacks,they wonld have had me humoured the growing faGion, 
which under a pretence of zeal againſt Popery,de/igned to cver- 
throw the Church of England;or at leaſt havePreached for alter- 
ations and abatements, and taking away Ceremonies and Sub- 
ſcriptions, and leaving them full liberty to do what they pleaſed, 
and then I might have have gained their good opinion; and been 
thought to kave Preached a ſeaſonable Sermon. . 
| T know not well what they would have had the Dr.do.(tor 
tis ſomething hard todivine for a multitude) yet I may mo- 
deſtly conje&ure, that they would have had him perſwade 
ſomething, that was either probable, or at leaſt poſſible; that 
the Diſſenters ſhould alter their minds in the caſe of Confor 
mity, I think improbable, and they ſay. impoſſible, and I 
wonder how the Reverend Dr. {hould fail to have the ſame 
thoughts concerning them, What 
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'What the Growing Fattion is, that under pretence 


of Zeal againſt Popery, deſign to overthrow the Chyrch 


of Zxgland, I know not ; and peradventure there is none 


ſuch, unleſs it be, in ſome mens timorous fancies, and 


imaginations ; the Presbyterians (by which I mean ſuch 


as acknowledg our Parochial Churches, and can officiate 
in them) deſire only to be excuſed from ſubſcriptions, 


declarations,&c. and ſome few alterations beſides,where- 
of the DoQorI am lure is not ignorant, and knows may 
PEm_—_ without any prejudice to this Church, the 
Independents will be ſatisfied (as they profeſs) with their 
own Congregations, and why the Church of Zngiand 
may not be preſerved, though they be indulged, as well 
as the Popiſth Church in Zrance, notwithſtanding the 
legal Indulgence of the Proteſtants, I do not underitand, 
but ſome men think, (or pretend to think, for ſure they 
cannot really be of that opinion) that. a Pin can't be 
pulled out, but the Houſe muſt fall, that no alterations 
can be made in a Fabrick, without razing the Founda- 
tion:and I will add further that ſome few Congregations 
of other perſwafions may be ſafely and prudently indul- 
ged, without any prejudice to the conſtitution of 
this Church , andI do believe that this indulgence toge- 
ther with kind words, and good arguments for their 
Convittion, is more likely to put a period to the ſepera- 
tions, and diviſions that are among us,than ſevere Laws, 
and ſeverer executions. In Hiſtory and experience tis 
oblervable, that proſecution of Difſenters, doth make 
them more tenacious of their opinions, whereas Kind- 
neſs, and Love, with prudent, and Chriſtian endea- 
vours for their Conviction, do often and abate the 
fierceneſs of their Spirits, and diſpole them to _—_ 

E them ; 
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them ; however this I am ſatisfied in, that what cannot 
be done by this way, and rheſe means caqnot be done 
atall, but by remedies that are worſe than the difeale, 
and wbich cannot be reconciled with the Spirit of Chri- 
ſtianity , 1a the mean time, Let me not be miſunder- 
{tood, as it I pleaded for univerſal liberty, I ſpeak this 
only in fayour of rollerable Diſſenters, ' for I can't en- 
dure to think, of ſeeing the 'Land © My Nativity, a 
Field of Blgod, or iuch men ruined by zmprilonments 
and Confiscations, or exiled to Fourraign Countries to 
ſeek their bread in Wildernefſes and Deſerts, If Gog 
will admit ſuch perſons into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
notwithſtanding their errors & miſtakes. (as I da believe 
he'will ,, ſuppoting them txuly., and ſincerely. pious,) 
FE think we may permit them tg live quietly on caryh. 


In the preceeding Paragraph, the Dy. adds, if he 
had Preached for Abatemen!s and alterations, and leaving 
them fall Liberty to do what they fieaſed he might bave 
gained their good opinion, and been thought, to have Preach: 
ed 4 ſeaſonable Sermon. Who thoſe Dillzarers are that 
would have had him Preach for a full liberty for them to 
do what they pleaſed, know nor, and I ſomething doubt 
whether there be any ſuch, but if there be any ſuch 
wild Fanatiques , Ithink they were not to be. gratified, 
but I do alſo believe the Dy. might have ſaid ſomethiog 
for abatements and moderation , which would have 
. been more to the acceptation of ſober Diſſenters, and 
ſome Conſenters too, than what he did ſay inthat un- 
ſeaſonable Sermon, (pardon the expreſſion) for ſuch1 
do believe it, notwithſtanding all-he hath ſaid to.vindi- 
cate.it from that imputation. 

But 
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But the Dy, adds pag. 53. of the Preface. But ſuppo- 
ſing my oj private opinion, were hiever fo tkch for ſame a- 
baternents 16 be tmade , that might tend to ſltengthen 
and upite Proteftarits ; had it beers ſeaſondble to have (po- 
ken, of the alteration of Laws, btfore Mapiſtrates , and © 
Tuages,who are tyed up to the Laws in being ? For any other 
Abatements then ſuch as will ſtreogthen & unirc Prote- 
ſtants and confſift with the conſtitution,l am no advocate: 
Nor I think che generality of Difſenters, butthatir ſhould 
be unleafonable, to diſcourſe it before Magiſtrates 
and Judges, I cannot underſtand. Could not the Dr. 
have reprefented to them, the danger the Church 
of Zngl and is in, by the Deſigns and Conſpiracies of the 
Papiits, the weakneſs thereof by reaſon of its diviſions, 
the neceſſity of ſtrengthening it by the union of Prote- 
ants, che impoſſibility of this Union without relaxing 
ſome Laws, the many advantages and no prejudice that 
would come to this Church, and Nation thereby, what 
difficulty had there been inall this 2 or what idconſiften- 
cy with the duty of a private perſon or with good man- 
ners? the Db&or doth not want Reaſon, Wit , 6r 
Oratory to have rendered a diſcoutle on this Subje&, 
both acceptable, and convincing ever to the Judges and 
Magiſtrates themſelves, if he had pleaſed to have made 
uſe of them; and why ke did not do it, I ſhall neither 
efiquire, nor derermine, but peradventure there may 
be men in the World that the Door had no mind to 
diſpleaſe, that would not have liked ſuck a diſcourſe. 
HoweverI am of anos, that it would have been more 
for his Honour,and alſo for hisPeace,to have ſpoken ſonie- 
thing to that purpoſe, than to have ſaid what he did; 

And I am pretty confident that I am not miſtaken. 
2 In 
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Tn the ſame page the Door adds, 7 think the altera-- 


tion of eftabliſhed Lawes, that concern the preſervation of 
our Church and Religion, one of the weichriefl th, ngs that can 
be taken into confideration, 


I think ſo too, but what will he infer from thence ? 
Muſt they never be altered, or muſt the alteration of 
them never be taken into Conſideration ? All that rea- 
ſonably can be inferred from thence is, That ſuch things 
be attempted with Counſel and Deliberation, and that 
Reaſons and Arguments for and againſt it, be weighed 
in an impartial ballance; and if in the preſent Circum- 
Rances of this Church, the Arguments for alteration 
(ſtill preſerving the Conſtitution) do not preponderate, 
there are ſome Conformiſts (and thoſe no mean men 
neither) as well as Non-Contormiſts, are much out in 
their Conje&tures. And I think I may reckon the excel- 
lent Doctor for one of them ; for after he had laid down 
three Arguments for the relaxing the Lawes, in the ſame 
page,and fix againſt it in that and thenext following, he 
ſeems to be of opinion, that the three (to which more 
might be added) weigh more than the ſix, for in the 
Conclufion of his Preface he hath propoſed ſeveral things 
which he thinks may be ſafely altered, for which I re- 
turn him thanks, and I hope the Diſſenters will do fo 
too, whatever heats they may have reccived from his 
late Warm Sermon : in the mean time I do think that 
ſome few more things had need ro be granted to make 
the Union of Proteſtants firm, and this Church flouriſh- 
ing and glorious, and ſo doth the Reverend Doctor, 
page the 93. of his Preface. l 
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In page 60 and 61, the DoQor is very ſharp againſt. 
Mr. B. he accuſes him of incivili:y for printing his private 

Zetter without, his knowledg, he (ayes he yn to have 

written his whole Book in one Continued fit. of auger, and 

that he hath made ſpightful and injurious refletions upon 

him therein. 


Mr. Baxter I do confels isa. plain man, and: uſes but 
little Ceremony or Courtſhip in his Writings,ſome men - 
have humours and ways of their own, (they are his own . 
words to Mr. Cheney, who-printed an anſwer to the 
private diſcourſe he had with him) page 1136. of his De- 
fence, which may be very eaſily Conceded to them,but- 


that he wrote his Book in a continued fit of Anger, .or 


that there are injurious and ſpiteful RefteRions 1n it , I 
do not believe, .nor cannot find:he hath a very quick and 
earneſt temper of mind, and his tile is very keen, and 
pungent, but Spite and Anger are other things, and. 
ſuch as I believe Mr, B. a Stranger,. and. yau an Enemy . 
unto. 


1bid, The DoQtor proceeds, 7 poſs over the Scurrility - 
of hu Preface , wherein after he hath in twenty Particulars 

deſcribed the moſt unskilful, proud, partial, obſtinate, cruel, 
impertinent Adver ſaries, he could think of » places of S = 
ture, or ſimilies j for; he then Concludes , but although allthis 

te not the Caſe of the Reverend Dottor , what a malicious: 
way of reproaching is this ? to name ſo many wery evil. 
things, and to leave it to the Reader to apply as much. as 
he pleaſes, aad when he is charged with. any. one, to ſay he- 


means n0t that z, for he. added, although all this, be "> 
ajc.. 
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Caſe of the Reverend Dottor , if this be the Fuſtice, the Cha- 


rity, the Tugenuity of My. B. and his Brethren. that put him 
= Fr ming Ty | 
ſome Non-Conformiſt Miniſters, that are not thewiſeſt, the 
meekeft, nor the moſt ſelf-denying Men upon Earth, 


I hope this Learned Door doth not think it incon- 
ſiſtent with Juſtice or Charity, to deſcribe an unskil- 
ful, proud, and impertinent Adverlary , or that there 
arenone ſuch inthe world ; if he hatch had no Experi- 
ence of (uch Adverfaries, Mr, B, Ibelieve hath known 
enough, and was not without ſome apprehenſions that 
he might have farther knowledge of them , and there- 
fore in that Preface (which the Door calls Scurrilous) 
he tells his Readers, That it was not likely that he 
ſhould trouble him wth any Rejoinder, unleſs he would 
explain and ſtate the Queftion under Diſpute, much 
leſs would he contend with any Subſtitute, that ſhould 
avoid the way of love and reaſon, which from the Do- 
Qor he might expe&; From which words, tis not dif- 
ficult to infer that in the following Deſcription, Mr. B. 
had reſpec to ſuch Subſtitutes, as had neither the Can- 
dour nor Learning of the Door, and a little ingenu- 
ity, and Charity wouſd thus have underſtood him, 
and not have tmpeached' him, againſt rhe plain fence 
and deſign of his words, of a malicious way of Re- 
proaching lim. But the worthy Door will fay, that 
Mer. FB. doth not deny, but thar he had reſpe& to him 
in fome of thoſe particulars. To which I reply , "Tis 
true Mr. B: complains of him, that he would not ſtate 
the Queſtion, nor give him the formal reaſon of that 
ſinful} Separation he charges him withal;; and — 

| takes 


muſt give me leave to rhink there are. 
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takes no notice of what he had” faid:, un fome former 


- Books concerning Lawful and , Unlawful Separarion. 


But is ſpeaking Truth a way of malicious Reproach- 
ing ? The thiog is either true or falſe. : The Dodtor did 
ſtate the Queſtion, and obſerve, what Mr. B. had ſaid, 
about Lawtul and Unlawful Separation, or he did not ; 
if he did doit,- the DoQor may prove it ifhe can; if he 
did not do it, Mr. B. is innocent of the Acculation 
charged upon him. 


But the Door will ſay, Mr. B. named very many 
il things, and left the Reader to apply, as much as he 
pleaſed. | To which I anl{wer, The Reader hath no rea- 
{on to apply any more than what Mr. B. charges upon 
him and if Readers will be unjaſt, and uncharita- 
ble in their Applications, the fault is their owh, and 
Mr. B. is not to be accountable for it , and the Doctor 
may give me leave to think, that ſome Non-Conforming 
Miniſters may be wiſe, meek, and ſelf-denying, notwith- 
ſtanding all that he hath ſaid to the contrary, .inthis 


Paragraph. | 


Pref, Page the 62. The Doctor attacks Mr. 4. and 
theſe are his words, Zhe fourth [ that replied to his Ser- 
mon] comes forth with a more thas ordinery briekneſs, 
and ſeems to ſet up rather for a Wit, than a grave Divine ; 
bis Book reſembled the Bird of Athens, for it ſeems to be 
made up of face and feathers ; and within a few lines he 
adds, Methinks ſuch a light, vain fcurrilous way of writing, 
doth not become ſuch a tenderneſs of Conſcience, as our Diſ- 
ſenting Brethren pretend to, Anda little after he compares 
his manger of Writing to the Feffs of Hatermen and Por- 
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-inr Counter-diſtinion to the raillery and good r1mony of 


Gentlemen ; and ſays, That he ſeems Ambitions of the 
Flonour of a ſecoud Martyn, whoſe way he imitates, and 
whoſe wit he equals. 


To which, I might reply no more but thus, Methinks 
this Proud, Arrogant, Contemptuous way of writing, 
doth not become, either the Gravity, or :Piety of the 
Reverend Doctor, Is it comely, or decorous to treat his 
Adverſary with Scorn ? and to compare his way of wri- 
ting to the Diſcourſes of. the vileſt of Men? Could the 
Doctor find nothing betwixt the raillery of Gentlemen, 
and the Buffoonry of Porters, to have compared with 
Mr. ifop's manner of writing'? Doth this become the 
Candour, the gentile Breeding, and humour of the Dean 


of St. Pauls ? 


But: in good earneſt, is there nothing in'Mr. L's Book 
but Impudence, and Sloth, but bold Sayings, and imper- 
tinent Triflings.? Is he the arranteſt Fop that ever waſt- 
ed Ink and Paper? Surely, if he were ſuch an empty 


'Scribler, he were beneath the DoRor's notice and ob- 


fervation, 'tis beneath a good humoured Gentleman, 
to obſerve or make reply-to the rude and unmannerly 


Teſts and Diſcourſes of Boatmen. 


But if Mr. L's Book be ſo empty , how comes it to 
-paſs, that the moſt Material parts of it, have received 
no anſwer ? whether it be becauſe they are too weak, 
or too-ſtrong, I ſhall not determine, but leave that to 
be debated by thoſe that are more. concerned. in it 


than I am, In Page 63. and divers others that © 
ow 
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low it, the Door charges Mr. 4. with repreſenti:g b'm 
to the World as 4 kind of Atheiſtical Eiypo-rite , that is, * 
ſecret under miner of the proof of a Deity, und ©» 

tence of eſtabliſhing it. And ads, 7; ,,11..4 vu 4 
wretched malicious deſign of expijing bim , could poſſibly 
beve engaged him in it, it was [0 remote from his Buſs- 
neſs. And Page the 68, and 69. (being I ſuppoſe a lit- 
tle conſcious to himſelf, that he had perverted Mr, 4's 
intention, in the quoting thoſe words from his Orig.Sac. 
and Rational Account, which are to be ſeen in his Book) 
he ſays, But it may be it will be {aun , that be did not 
deſign to prove me Atheiſtical , bat only to ſhew that 7 aited 
very unreaſonably, in requiring a greater certainty in them, 
as to the Principles of Separation, than 7 do allow in far 
greater things. And certainly, no man that reads 
Mr. 's Book, can be 1gnorant, that it was all 'that he 
intended therein : To make this evident, I ſhall exa- 
mine the Doctor's Acculation from its Original. In his 
Sermon he had quoted ſome paſſ:g:s of the Aſſembly 
of Divines, in oppoſition to Separation, upon pretence 
of tenderneſs of Conſcience. And among others theſe, 
He much doubt, whether ſuch tenerneſs of Conſcience, 4s 
ariſeth out of an Opinion. cui potelt jubelle fallum, which 
may be falſe, when the Conſcience is ſo tender, that it may 
be withal an erring Conſcience , can be ſujficient to juſtifie 
Separation, 


To which Mr. 2. replies ſundry things, and among 
them this, Ze ſay, i.e. Mr. 2. and others of his per- 
{waſion, the Dottrine of the Sub-committee, i. e. (ome (e- 
let Members of the Aſſembly , viz. 7hat ſuch tender- 
zeſs, &c. read the reſt m_ , 4 alſo that of = ry 

ud; 
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Land; who woald have all Diſſenters produce Arguments 
quibus non poteſt ſubeſſe falſum, whith cannot be Falfe for 
their diſſent, doth yequire more E vidence than our Learned 
Dottor will allow for the exiſtence of 4 Deity, And to 
prove this, he produces the following paſſages from his 
Rational Account, Page 178, 179. It is 4 prece of preat 
weakneſs of Fudgment to ſay there can be no certain aſſent 
where there is a meer poſſibility of being decerved , for 
there is no kind of aſſent in the hnmane #naerflanding, 
a to the exiſtence of any thing. but there is a poſſibility of 
deception in it ; and page 2c 6, 207, hz calls aloud! to the 
Papiſts, to come forth with their infalliv!e Arguments , tt 
prove the exiſtence of a Deity . before they talk of an i- 
fallible way of proving the truth of Religion. And then argues 
trom them as followeth, and ſurely the Diſſenters are 
not more rigidly obliged to prove the Lawfulneſs of 
their Separation , nor the ſinfulneſs of the terms im- 
poſed on them, by Arguments that cannot poſſibly be 
Fiile, than all Mankind is, to produce ſuch infallible 
proofs for the exiſtence of the Godhead. Let the im- 
partial Reader now judge, whether the Reverend Do. 
or hath not perverted the intent and defign of Mr. 2 
and for no other reaſon that I can perceive ; bur that 
he may have ſome ſhidow of pretence,. tolaſh him with 
Satyrical and bitter InveRives. Whether Mr. 2. hath 
miſtaken that for a Principle of his own, which he 
lays down as an Infercnce from the Hypothelis of other 
men, I will not enquire, but leave to Mr. 4. 


Pref. Page the 71. the DoRor ſpeaks to this purpoſe; 
The laſt that appeared againſt my Sermon, # called the Au- 
thor of tht Chriſtian Temper. 7 was glad to find an. Ad: 
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utr{ary pretending to that, bevine fourd fo little of it in 
the F_ __ B, and Mr. A es Te aa t0 commit 
the Reftar of Sutton: with the. Dean of St. Pauls. And 
immediately after he adds, 7 be whole deſign of that Book. 
doth wot ſeem very agreeable 10 the Chriſttan temper, which 
the Author pretends to ; forit u to pick np all the paſſages 
he could meet with (in a Bookmritten twenty years ſince) 
with great. tenderneſs towards Diſſewters , before the Lavs 
were e T, 


The Aurhor of that Book,feems to me to be a Perſon of 
great Candour, and ofa very becoming temper of Mind,. 
and ſuch as is worthy of a Chriſtian, there is not a pro- 
voking paffage in his whole Book to my obtervation , 
and, I wonder the Doctor ſhould cenfure mt as fo dit- 
agreeable:thereunto. Bur the deſign of rhe Book is ſtark 
naught, 'tis to pick up the Paſſages of a Book written 
Twenty years ago, with renderneis towards Diſlenters, 
whom now he oppoſerh, wich fome appearance of 
heat and paſſion, tis | confels, fomewhat an odd thi 
to be beaten with a- man's own Staff, and to be prick 
2nd goaded with the Pins and Wires that a mars own 
fingers have made ; this m:y provoke a man of a rame; 
and cool Complexion into tome kind of heat , and exaf- 
peration ; but why was the Doctor's tenderneſs to- 
wards Diſſenters, determined by the eſtabliſhed Laws? 
was he obliged before to love them? and is he ſince ob- 
lged ro abhor them ? were they then fit for his pity and 
compaſſion, and arethey now fit Objects for his Anger 
and Indignation? according to this Doctrine, Proteſtants 
may be treated with ſome tenderneis, and love, till Laws 
be eftabliſhed to the prejudice of their Contciences, _ 
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then unleſs they will conform, they may be baited with 
Dogs, and treated like Beaſts. Inthe mean time, I do 
not believe this to be the Opinion of this Reverend 
Door ; but this is the conſequence of his Doctrine: 
and peradventure ſome others may charge that' on his 
judgment, which Icharge only on his Ditcourle, 


But I would beg leaveto enquire of the Doftor, whe- 
ther it be inconſiltent with Ingenuity, Prudence, or a 
Chriſtian temper, to obje to any man the inconſiſtency 
of his Writings, or the alteration of his judgment ? if it 
be, he himſelf is a worſe man than I ever thought him 
to be, who often doth it to Mr, Baxter, if it be nor, 
the Author of the Book that I am now ſpeaking of, may 
be a Perion of Prudence, Ingenuity, and a Chriſtian 
temper, notwithſtanding any thing the DoRor hath 
laid to the contrary. 


Pref. Page 77. The Doctor undertakes to remove an 
Obje&ion concerning the time of publiſhing his Book, which 
[ome think unſeaſonable, when there is ſo much talk of Union 
among Proteſtants, and there appears a more general incli- 
mation to it than formerly, and what ( ſay they ) can the lay- 
ing open the weakneſs of Diſſenters tend to, but to provoke 
and exaſperate them, and conſequently to obſtrutt the union 
fo much deſired? 


The Doctor anſwers, God forbid that 7 ſhould either de- 
fign or do any thing which ſhould obſtruf# ſo bleſſed a work, as 
4 firm and laſting Union among —_— ; but my buſineſs 
is to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe Principles and Pra- 
flices that hinder it, and lay a foundation for perpetual Sepe- 
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ration; But who are they that lay down thoſe Princi» 
ples ? are they the Presbyterians ? they have been thought 
men of Principles as inconſiſtent with Separation as any 
men in the World; And 'tis evident cnough in the De- 
bates between them and the Diſſenting Brethren, If it 
be {aid rhey are gone off from their Principles, I anſwer, 
The Impolitions (which to ſubmit unto, they avow to 
be againſt their Conſciences) have occaſioned a Tempo- 

rary and Partial Separation from this Church in many 

of them ; but let but the Impoſitions be taken oft (which 

may be ealily and ſafely done, if our Superiors pleaſe) I 
make no doubt, but they will oppoſe Separation, by all 
Chriſtian means and endeavours with as much Zeal as 
ever, and ſuch as will be equal to that of the conforma- 
ble Clergy themſelves. And (uch an acceſs to this Church, 
as will be made by their return unto it. will very much 

ſtrengthen the Proteſtant [ntereſt , and this the Papiſts 
know well enough, and therefore they will prevent 
itif they can, AndI will add, That all thoſe that hin- 

der the Union of Presbyrerians with this Church , by: 
continuing the Impoſitions, are Factors for the Pope, 

though poſſibly they may do it ignorantly, at leaſt ma- 

ny of them, 


Touching the /adependents, I have only this to ſay, 1 
look upon many of them as very Pious and good Men, 
and ſomie of them as Perſons of great Knowledge and: 
underſtanding. If their - Principles lead to eternal and 
endleſs Separations, let them defend them themſelves, 
I will not be their Patron. But this I will ſay, I eſteem 
them true Proteſtants, and ſuch as may well be uſeful 
both in Church and Common-wealth againſt our Com- 

MmMon.. 
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mon Enemies , and 1 think they ought to be. indulged, 
and permitted to Worthip. God ing to the Condue 
of their own Conltiences ; 'tis abborrent ro. ms to think 
of Perſecuting men for tolerable Errors, of to worry and 
sMiR tholeon Earth, with whom 1 hope to live in Hea» 
ven. Civil Magiſtrates do tolerate, {and mult do it or 
they muſt make themſelves Butchers, and their Coun- 
treys great Slaughter-houles) tolerable Immoralities 
(and I wiſh they did not ſuffer thoſe. that are intolerable) 
and Governours of Churches mufiſuffer tolerable Errors, 
2nd in ſome places (and in Zagizrd among the reft) Se- 
paration for tolerable Errors, or they muſt do thay 
which is a great deal worle, Extopian Churches, are as 
arrant a fancy as Zxropien Comman-wealths;. and both 
equally umpracticable, 2 I IAA 


Pref. pag. 78. The. Doctor adds, 7pox the Principles 
of forme of anr Diſſenting Brethren, let the Conſtitution 
be made never /o cafic ta thew{elves, yet others may make 
wſe of their Grounds, and carry on the Differences 4s high 
45 (Ver. L 


To which I aniwer, there is no doubt but inſufferable 
Heretioks, may pretend Conſcience, and many other 
things for Iadulgenee, as well as modeft and tolerable 
Diffenters ; but what then ? muſt all be equally indulged 
or equally refuſed ? a man would chink by this kind 
of arguing, that there are ſome beſides the Non-Cen- 
tormaits, that are not the wi/e/f mon in the orld. Thope 
our Governours will be. able to diſtinguiſh berwixt thoſe 
rhat Subvert rhe Chriſtian Religion, and deny the faith, 
and thote that err in fimall things, and fach as are con- 


ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with Salvation ; and that chough they may: v 
the ſame Arguments for rheir liberty with bitter bbc, 
yet they ſhall not have the ſame Conerfſions. =y 


In the ſame page he proceeds , - Zf the WHnion ſo much 
talked of be ſuch as tends to the leſſening , and not to the en- 
creafing of our Differences ; if it be for ſtrevothning and 
ſ#pporting the Proteſtant Intereſt, and avt rather for the 
weakning and tetraying .it, by laying it more open to the 
Aſjanlts of our Fnemies , no man jhall be more ready to 


promote it than 7, no man will rejpyce more in the accom< 


pliſhment of it. . 


I do moſt heartily thank the Learned Door for theſe 
kind words and Promiſes, and I' do believe them, and am 
in ſome hopes that after all the heats that have been be- 
tween him and his Adverſaries, that we thall be all 
Friends at ilat ; for 1 do believe they defire no other 
Unjon , .than ſuch as will leſſen our Differerc:s ſand 
were a ſtrange Union that ſhould make them greater) 
and ſtrengthen and ſupport the Proteſtant Religion. 
zgainlt the Aſſaults of its Encmies. 


-Pref. page the 79. The DoQtor ſubjoyns , But trver. 
ſal Tiberty ts quite another thine from Union, 4s much as - 
loofing is few binding up. 


'Tis very true, but where are the Diſſenters that ever 
leaded for it ? Hath Mr, B, ſpoken one word on the be- 
If of it ? nay, hath he not ſaid very much againſt it ? 
hath Dr. O. Mr, 2. or any other of rhe DoRor's Anta- 


goniſts ſpoken any thing in favour of it. I find them ar- 


guing |: 
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guing for nothing but Liberty for their own Congrega- 


tions z and if they may have that, I believe they will be 
very well content, and ſurely Liberty for ſome few In. 
dependent Congregations, and Liberty for all the wild 
Fanaticks and Enthuſiaſts in the world, are not the 
lame thing. 


But ſuppoſe, ſays the Door in the ſame page, the /x- 
adulgence be at preſent ſtriftly limited to Daſenting Prote. 
Stants; Are we ſure it ſhall fo continue? | anſwer no, 
but what then ? ſhall it never be granted them, becauſe 
we are not ſure it ſhall always be continued to them ? 
This is looſe kind of Arguing. The Doftor was not, 
nor 15 not ſure that he thall continue Dean of St. Parxl's to 
his livesend, but that did not hinder him from accepting 
It, orthe King from beſtowing it on him , and much 
good may it do him with all my heart, and why ſhould 
Indulgence, with reſtriction, and limitation to Prote- 
ſtants be refuſed, becauſe 'tis not certain it ſhall continue? 
is that ſufficient reaſon for the refuſal of it? if it be 
thought ſo, I perceive very light Reaſons will weigh 
very heavy, where ſome men hold the Balance. But the 
Doctor ſays, 7he Popiſh Religion will get footing on the Dif. 
ſenters grounds : for the ſame Reaſons (viz..) Scruple of Cor- 
ſcience, Suffering for Religion, &Cc. will extend farther when 
occaſion ſerves. 


I anfwer, I doubt not but Papiſts may, and will make 
uſe of the ſame Arguments, with Diſſenting Proteſtants; 
but I hope our Superiors will ſee reaſon to return differ- 
ing anſwers to them. There is ſome difference betwixt 


Proteſtants that will ſupport the Government , _ vn 
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(33) 
fend the Proteſtant Religion with their Lives and For- 
tunes, and Papiſts that will ruine, and {ubvert buth the 
one and the other by all the endeavours they can ; and I 
do believe there may be good caule to moke differing Re- 
plies to their Reaſons for Indulgence and Toleration,ever 
when mens heats are over, and their Spirits in the greateſt 


Calm. 


Bnt the Do@or may poſlibly ſay, thovgh ſome «f the 
Diſſenters be againſt Univerſal Toleration ; yer othets of 
them are for ir, and of that number is the Author of the 
Peaceable Deſign. 


To which Ianſwer, I amnot able to account for eve- 
ry ſingle Diſſenter , but I believe have given the Sence 
of the moſt of them,and that Author hath made his own 
Apology in a {mall but very judicious Tra@te lately 
Printed , Entituled, 4 A»ſier to Dr. Stillingfleet, /o 
far as it concerns that Deſign, with Animaaverſions upon the 
Debate between Mr. Baxter and him, concerning the Na- 
tional Church, and Head of it , For which, I do pay him 
my very hearty Thanks ; for, belides the Apology he 
hath made for himſelf, he hath done the Learned Do@tor 
and Mr. Baxter a great deal of right , tor he hath mo- 
deſtly and plainly rebuked the Pride and Havughtinels of 
the one, and given the other his due and delerved praiſe. 
Mr. B. is a Perſon of Eminent Piety, Learning, and Judg- 
ment , his underſtanding, is very large and extenſive,and 
in my apprehenſion reaches farther , and comprehends 
more than the moſt of Mortal men, I have a very great 
eſteem and honour for him, and do acknowledge my 


ſelf to have Learn't more from him than from any man 
E in 
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in the world, and generally his Notions lye more eaſie in 
my mind, and are more agreeable to my ſpirit, than any 
Man's whatſoever, and certainly is no contemptible Ad- 
verſary (though the Doctor hath thought fit to delpile 
him) and I believe he will find it (o, before 11s Contro- 
verſie be ended. For although the Doctor's Book be writ- 
tenwith Learning and Judgment, yet tis liable to many 
Exceptions ; the moſt regular | ortifications have for the 
moſt part ſome weak places in them, and this Learned 
Book hath its Infirmities, and Mr. B. 1san experienced 
Controvertiſt, and a very Sagacious Man, and will nor 
fail to diſcover them. The Ingenious, Learned, and con- 
ſidering Author of the above-mentioned Diſcourſe hath 
diſcovered, expoſed and baffled that uncouth Notion of 
a National Church without an Head , and I doubt not 
but Mr. B.will diſcover and expoſe many more. For that's 
not the only Paradox that the Doctor hath maintained. 


The ſame Author hath propounded ſomething for U- 
nion in this Church, which I think worthy of the Con- 
ſideration of all that wiſh wel! to the Peace thereof. Tis 
to this ſence he propoles that the tolerated Churches (if 
the Government ſhall think fit to permit them by Laws) 
be declared parts of the National Church, whereof the 
King to be the Head; he propoſes alſo, that their Method 
of Government, form of Worſhip and Doctrine be ſtated, 
and the Biſhops, as His Majeſtie's Officers by Commiſſion, 
do ſuperviſe and viſit them, and ſee that they oblerve 
and keep to their own choſen Methods and Inſtitutions, 
and that particular Perſons be not injured by any Arbi- 
trary Proceedings of their Paſtors, nor their Doctrine, 


corrupted by any ſecret or Clandeſtine infinuation of 
7 


Hereticks. [ 
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I think theſe things are propoſed with Judgment and 
Conlideration, and [ ſee no reaſon why they may.not be 
granted by our Superiors , and accepted by the Diſſen- 
ters themſelves, what inconveniencics or abſurdi- 
tics may follow upon their being declared Parts of 
the National Church, I do not yet diſcern, (and there's 
nothing elſe that will ſtick with moderate) and peacea- 
ble men) Peradventure others may ſee (or at leaſt ima- 
gine it) iome ill conſequences in ſuch a Conceſſion; I do 
therefore only propoſe it to Conſideration. Every thing 
that ſpeaks for Union and Peace, is worthy of good and 
peaceable mens Meditations. 


This little Tra& I perceive undergoes various cen- 
ſures 1n the world : Some ſay that the Author was 
Angry, and hath expreſſcd ſome heat and paſſion there- 
in, To which I anſwer, 'tis poſſible that rhe Doctors 
treating Mr, B. with ſo much indignity and contempt 
might poſſibly warm him a little. But 1 obſerve no 
mil-becoming Paſſion in him or his Book, he ſeems to 
be a Perton of a Calm and Serene Spirit, and hardly 
capable of paſſionate F motions, The great ſlight put 
upon his Friend , might add ſomething ro the more 
vigorous Agency of his {pirits, but it did not boyl them 
high cnough for intempcrate Anger. 


Others ſay that he hath dealt proudly and negle&- 
ful'y himſclf, and hath not treated the Door with that 
reipe& that 15 luitable to ſo great a Man. To which 
I r-ply, The Author of that Book is no Courtly Writer, 
he doth not powder nor dreſs his Diſcourſes, he writes 
neither wuh Oyl nor Gall, but with plain vulgar Ink ; 
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what he thinks he ſpeaks openly and honeſtly, withont- 
any Tclpect of perions, And truly a S:upercilious, Haugh- 
ty, Ironical contempt of worthy and good Men, is (0 ill 
avoured athing,. that nothing but plain and unpoliſhed 
words are fix torcbuke.it, and iuch a plain Rebuke is 
much more Chritftian and worthy ot Religion, than 
an inſolent deſpiſing, and trampling upon ones Ad- 
verſaries,. which the. Doctor doth roo too frequently 
in his Book, 


Sir, Having gratified your requeſt in giving you my 
ſuddain Thoughts of the Controverlic between Dr. Stil. 
lingfleet and Mr, Baxter, as to the point of Temper on 
each ſide ; Inow make this rcqueit, That after you have 
read my Letter, you would commit it to the Fire , 


whereby you will oblige 
Torr very Friend, 


